
Life History Notes on the Grassland or Chequered Copper, Lucia limbaria: 
Lycaenidae    Wesley Jenkinson, Beaudesert, Queensland 4285 
 

Coincidentally, while reading Andrew Atkins’ and John Moss’ articles about this interesting small butterfly 
in the last newsletter (Issue No. 48), several larvae were currently being raised at my residence. 
 

During a sunny humid day in February 2008, at my home in Beaudesert in South-east Queensland, at 
around 2.00 pm a female of this species was observed feeding on the small yellow flowers of the exotic 
Oxalis corniculata growing in my lawn. As I watched, the female began walking across the top of the plant 
and began ovipositing. Once a suitable position was found the female curled the abdomen below the leaf 
and laid eggs on the underside of the leaves. The eggs were laid in two separate small clusters of three and 
four. Several eggs were also laid singly. Small black ants were also present nearby.  

 
Eggs 
 

The eggs are light grey in colour, approximately 0.4 mm high and 0.8 mm 
wide. A very unusual feature for an Australian butterfly species is the 
numerous long fine ‘hairs’ attached to the eggs from the female’s abdomen. 
 

Several of the eggs were collected and larvae then raised in captivity. Seven 
days later, the first instar larvae all emerged before 6.00 am in the morning. 
The larvae did not consume the eggshells after emergence. 

 
 

First Instar larva                                       Final Instar 
 

The tiny larvae feed on the small 
soft leaves of the host plant, 
chewing the leaf surface. As the 
larvae progress in size the larger 
larvae consume the leaves from 
the outer edge. The larvae feed 
during the day in captivity and 

rest amongst the leaves of the host plant.  (In natural conditions the larvae 
apparently rest in attendant ant burrows – Fisher, 1978; Braby, 2000.) They 

remain stationary for long periods and are very sluggish when they move about. 
 
 

The larval instars are quite similar in appearance although the colours of the final instar are more clearly 
defined and the lateral hairs are more prominent. The final instar can attain a length of 18mm. 
Pre-pupa 
 

The larvae have an unusual colour transformation, changing 
from brown into a bright green pre-pupa. This change of colour 
may perhaps be less dramatic when occurring in the natural dark 
brown surrounds of the attendant ant burrows.  
 

Pupa 
 

The larvae pupate 
loosely, not being 

attached by anal hooks or a central silk girdle. (Possibly 
within the ant burrows the pupae become wedged 
allowing the adult to crawl free from the pupal shell) The 
smooth pupae are very delicate compared with many 
other lycaenid pupae and could be easily damaged. The 
pupal colour changes from the pre-pupal bright green to a light greenish brown colour. The pupae can 
attain a length of 12mm. 
 

The life cycle duration from the egg to an adult at Beaudesert was 49 days (from the 16th of February 2008 
to the 5th of April 2008): the egg 7 days, larva 31 days and pupa 11 days respectively. These observed times 
might vary slightly in the natural environment within the ant chambers.  



 
 
The adults can occasionally be observed 
flying into residential areas in the township 
of Beaudesert. During hot sunny conditions 
the adults fly actively and can be quite 
difficult to follow. Even during these 
conditions the adults can be quite 
inconspicuous, as they will settle for long 

periods with their wings closed.  
 

In the Beaudesert region, adults are recorded in the hotter months of 
the year, being on the wing after spring storm rains in November 
through the summer months until March.  The adults are more 
frequently encountered in the summer months between December 
and February. I also have one record of a freshly emerged female at 
Beaudesert for the 4th July 2004. At times the species can be locally 
common at the breeding sites.  
 

It can now be confirmed that the exotic Oxalis corniculata is a host 
plant for this species and that the larvae can be successfully raised 
without the attendant ants (Moss, 2008). At times fresh adult 
specimens of the butterfly appear in grassy paddocks where Oxalis 
seems to be absent.  Perhaps the species may be utilising another host 
plant in these situations. 
 

This small copper is certainly one of the pretty smaller species that 
just ‘shows up’ unexpectedly. 
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The following new information is of observation and/or collection of adults of this species.  
Additional occurrence records of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) 
 

Location Latitude Longitude Date Collector 
Mt Bolivia NSW 29°18’S 151°55’E 06/02/2005 Graham Forbes 

Canberra ACT 35°16’S 149°05’E 24/09/1988 Graham Forbes 

Bolinda Darraweit Road,  
 Darraweit Guim Vic 

37°25’S 144°52’E 16/12/1952 Graham Forbes 

Grampians Vic 37°09’S 142°31’E 20/03/1985 Graham Forbes 

Sumner Park Qld 27°33’S 152°56’E 31/10/2007 Graham Forbes & 
Greg Daniels 

Toowoomba Qld 27°32’S 151°58’E 19/02/2000 Graham Forbes 

20km south of Warwick Qld 28°17’S 151°59’E 26/01/1988 Graham Forbes 

Leyburn Qld 28°01’S 151°35’E 17/03/1996 John Moss 
Upper Thane Ck, Warwick Qld 28°14’S 151°41’E 30/11/2003 John Moss 

Lucia limbaria 



Beaudesert Qld 27°59’S 152°59’E 14/02/2004 
04/07/2004 
03/11/2007 
12/01/2008 
26/01/2008 
16/02/2008 

Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 

Bunya Mountains National  
  Park Qld 

26°51’S 151°35’E 17/03/2007 Wesley Jenkinson 

Cotswold Qld 27°31’S 151°53’E 15/11/2003 Wesley Jenkinson 
Kerry Qld 28°06’S 153°01’E 13/01/1996 

05/12/1997 
22/12/2001 

Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 
Wesley Jenkinson 

Lamington Qld 28°14’S 153°07’E 01/01/1996 Wesley Jenkinson 
Leyburn Qld 28°01’S 151°35’E 08/02/1987 Wesley Jenkinson 
Maroon Dam Qld 28°10’S 152°38’E 23/01/1999 Wesley Jenkinson 
 
Photos by Wesley Jenkinson 
 
This article appeared in Issue Number 49 of “Metamorphosis Australia” in June 2008.  
 
 


